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Sovieot Artist Takes On the Leadership

Mavorick sculptor Ernst Nolzvestny has appar-
ently stirred up a hornet's nest among the cultural
burocaucracy and in the leadership with his two-month-
old application to visit the Wost on a Soviet pass-
port. When he filed his application, Noizvestny
said that he felt confidant he would be allowed to
leave. DBut, he added, thosc in the upper rcaches
of the party and government who are favorably dis-
posed to his case, including culture minister
Demichev, faced opposition from some who feared
his travel might set a bad prececdent for othor of-
ficial artists | 25X1

There is now cevidence that Neizvestny's case
has generated such a scrious problem of principle
for the regime that it has been referred to the
Politburo. The concern felt by some Soviet lecaders
for the country's image abroad is apparently once
again in conflict with the ingrained fears of cthers
who see a threat to domestic contrnls and to doctrine.

The Politburo's consideration of Neizvestny's
case--whether or not it is wul+timately favorable--
illustrates some interrelated points, including:

-=The need for ¢ "collect've" approach to
cultural policy in view of the failure
to £ill the cultural slot on the Sccre-
tariat vacuted by Demichev last December;

=-The division in the leadership on issues
of cultural policy, especially those bear-
ing on the Soviet image abroad during an
era of detente;

=-The ability of prominent figures with con-

tacts both in the Soviet bureaucracy and in
the West “o claim the attention of the
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lcadorship, despite the current, gencral
crackdown on political dissidents and
cultural nonconformists of lesser staturc.

—

Neizvestny, who was ousted from the Artists
Union and harassed since he applied for foraign
travel, told the US cmbassy last week that his
trusted friend, poet Andrey Voznesensky, was re-
cantly sent by a "highly placed political figure"
to inform him of the status of the casec. According
to Voznesensky, the Politburo considered the matter
at a recent session, but ended in an inconclusive
split. Senior ideologist Suslov is said to have
taken a leading role in urging Neizvestny's ouster
from the country as a comidn emigrant, argulng that
this would impart the proper ideological message.
Foreign Minister Gromyko and KGB chief Andropov,
however, reportedly felt that Neizvestny shouid be
allowed to leave on a Soviet passport--like cellisti
Mstislav Rostropovich--so as not to damage Soviet
prestige abroad. Neilzvestny was particularly struck
by Andropov's modarate position in view of his in-
ternal security responsibilities.

The soulptor feels that the main purpose in
sending Voznesensky as emissary was to induce him
not to ‘make the case public and thus undermine the
position of those in the leadership who argue for
a "normal," unspectacular departure. Neizvestny, who
of course is hoping this will be the ultimate out-
come, is banking on the fact that many leading figures
like his work and on his connection with the "un-
touchable" Khrushchev family who commissioned him
to sculpt the monument unveiled at the former leader's
grave last September,

Meanwhile, Neizvestny ic pulling some other
strings. He appears to be counting on the interven-

tion of some "old friends," among whom he claims
V. V. Zagladin, deputy chief of the Central Committee's
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International Department; V. S. Semenov, deputy
forelign minister; and Y. M. Samotaykin, whom
Nelzvestny calls one of Brezhnev's foreign policy
advisers. (Samoteykin, who does have diplomatic
and Central Committee experience in foreign af~-
fairs, was identified in 1973 as a refarent to

) Brezhnev, a position below that of personal aide.)

Neizvestny is taking in stride the harassment
to which he and his family have been subjected. He
believes that the Artists Union and the lower
echelons of the security apparatus are only trying
to keep him off balance and to signal other artists
that they cannot follow his example painlessly.

Looking ahead, Neizvestny is worried about the
disposition of much valuable sculpture he will have
to leave behind. He has had two offers of safekeeping
for his works, one from Viktor Louis--a good customer
in the past when Neizvestny needed money--and another
from Sergei Khrushchev, the son of the late leader.
Neizvestny has accepted Sergei's offer, and is now 25X1

storing much of his sculpture at the Khr ;
dacha outside of Moscow, |
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Long~Term Plan Skirted in Leaders!' Speeches

The US embassy has examined the election speecheg
nf about two thirds of the Soviet leaders as published
in Pravda and local newspapers. Among other things,
the speeches suggest that there is some uncertainty or
difficulty concerning the formulation of the long-range
economlc plan (1976-90),

Kazakhstan First Secretary Kunayev is the only
leader so far to have mentioned the L5~year plan. He
quoted from Brezhnev's election speech last year,
when the General Secretary sald that the 25th Party
Congress and subsequent Supreme Soviet would discuss
and adopt both a five=~year and a long-term plan
with programmatic significance. This passage was
deleted in Pravda's version of Kunayev's speech,
the only substantive censorship by Pravda that
the embassy has discovered.

The Soviet press has not reported much pro-
gress on drafting the fifteen year plan, and un-
certainty about it may have been one reason the
April plenum did no: announce an agenda for the
Congress. The speeches to be glven by the top
leaders this week may offer further clues about
the status of the plan.

25X1
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Leningrad Lecturer Comments on Detente

A Soviet propaganda lecturer, speaking on June

4, has offered a few clues regarding official views
; of the present gtate of, and the prospects for, a

US policy of detente in the aftermath of Communist

victories in Vietnam and Cambodia. His message was
. basically optimistic, but betrayed concern about the

depth of detente support in the US and the ability

of the Ford administration to pursue its current

foreign policy in a period of adversity.

The lecturer assured his audience that Presi-
dent Ford remains committed to improved relations
with the USSR, but added that US foreign policy
problems in Indochina, the Middle Last, and south-
ern Europe were causing his administration severe
difficulty. He repeated the familiar Soviet theme
that these and other problemn have proveoked an
intensified reaction from detente opponents in the
US. On the other hand, the speaker also said that
the "wonderful" Communist victory in Vietnam--far
from damaging US-Soviet relations-~could actually
improve their prospects. This is an echo from
Brezhnev's VE anniversary speech in which he implied
that it was a positive development because Vietnam
would no longer complicate US-Soviet relations.

Speaking in Leningrad, where relatively frank
public lectures are not uncommon, the lecturer
described the closing chapters of US involvement
in Indochina as illustrative of the serious decline
in presidential power in Washington. He implied
that Europeans believe former preside.t Nixon pro-
vided stronger leadership in foreign and economic
affairs. Another Leningrad lecturer :arlier this
year cast doubt on the re-election prospects of the
present US administration.

June 10, 1975
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The speaker somewhat surprisingly hedged his
remarks on Brezhnev's scheduled visit to the US,
describing it as contingent on success of the

o strategic arms talks. While he expressed confi-

: dence that an agreement would be reached, he
predicted that without such agreemeni, thera would:
be no summit. Recent public statements by Soviet
leaders have been much less equivocal about the
trip to Washington. Foreign Minister Gromyko,
for example, flatly predicted on June 2 that
Brezhnev's "upcoming visit...will be a major mile-
stone."

25X1
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Belgrade Reasserts the Independent
OrIgIns of Yugoslav Communism

On the occasion of Tito's 83rd birthday two

weeks ago, Borba, Belgrade's main dally, began to

] run a six-part seriles recounting Tito's turbulent
relations with the Comintern in the late 1930s,

The articles are probably meant to remind all
concerned about the dangers of subjecting a naticnal
Communist party to supra-national stratagems s2t by
Moscow and to justlfy Belgrade's opposition to So-
viet attempts to dominate preparatory mestings for
a European Communist conference.

The series begins by rejecting "simplistic"
explanations that the Comintern gave Tito a dom-
inant role in the party in late 1937. To the
contrary, the Comintern played him off against
other Yugoslav party leaders in exile who were more
amenable to Soviet leaders. The article alleges
that the Comintern nearly dissolved the Yugoslav
Party at several stages of the conflict and credits
Tito with blocking such a move. The final in-
stallment points out that although Tito was de
facto leader of the party much earlier, the Comin-
tern waited until early 1939 to give him its un-
qualified endorsement.

The author of the series is Pero Damjanovic,
who says he had access in his research to Tito's
private correspondence with Comintern officials
and other Yugoslav Ccmmunists. Damjanovie, al-
though described as an "independent researcher
at the Institute of Modern History in Belgrade,"
undoubtedly has high-level sponsors in the party.
His most recent book on Tito, a strongly worded
defense of Tito's role in Yugoslavia's home-bred
revolution, was published in 1968, when Soviet-
Yugoslav ties were troubled by differences over
the emerging "Prague spring."

25X1
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Pact Image Buillding

The Warxsaw Pact states are continuing to
project a facade for tho organization that is in '
keeping with Soviet dotonte policies in Europe.

In an offort to show its "popular roots," the
Pact on June 4 marked the 20th anniversary of its
establishmont by convening a session of "public
Yoprogsentatives" from the membeor states. After
meoting in Prague for two days, the gathering
issued a propaganda-laden communiqua that urged a
speady conclusion of the European security con-
ferance, supported the hoary Pact offers to disband
1£ NATO dissolves itself, and called for Europcan=-
wilde cooperation at tha grass=-roots leval.

A three~day delay in releasing the communique
suggests the Romanians again caused problems.
Bucharest can hardly object to giving the Pact a
more benign appearance, but it will be alert to
Soviet efforts to use this image-building as a
pretext for promoting closer political coordination
within the Warsaw Pact.
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CIIRONOLOGY

Soviot trade dolegation ncadad by
Doputy loroign I'rade Ministor Grishin
concludas a longthy vigit to India.

USSR cemmenses a four=woek, do facto
closurae of an arca of the Noxth
Pacific for missilo-testing pur=-
posas.

US and USSR resume nogotiations in
Moscow on how to trecat peaceful

nuclecar cexplosions in tha threshold
test~ban trecaty.

Third anniversary of the IFour-DPowor
Berlin agrecment; Sovicet media attack
cfficial Western statements that it

applies to "all Berlin."

[:emier Kosygin confers at the Kremlin
with visiting Chase Manhattan Bank
president David Rockefeller, who also
meets with Foreign Trade Minister
Patolichev,

Czechoslovakia establishes dinlomatic

relations with Jamaica.

East German Foreign Minister Fischer
concludes a four-day, official visit
to the USSR.

Foreign Minister Gromyko confers with
PRGSVN "Foreign Minister" Binh, "who

is in transit in Moscow." |
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June 3 Speaking at Rostov-on=the=boh, be=
fengse Hiniaster Grechko delivers his
8peech ag a candidate for election
to the HEPBH Suprema Sovist, 25X1

Candidate Politburo menmber Qemichev
speaks to hig constituency in .
Yagoslavl, | | 25X

Polish Premier Jaroszewiez eonfers '
with visiting Soviet Deputy Premnier
Lesechto. | | 25X1

June 4 Politburo member azurov tmakey an

glection gpeech in hLeninarad. [:::::::] 25X

Romanian President Ceausescu keying
a four=day, state visit to Brazil.

5X1

Chage Hanhattan Bank president David

Rockufeller, beainning a two=day

visit to P'raque, meects with party/

state chief llugak and other Cictho=

slovak offjcials. 25X1

Bulgarian Premicer Todorov makes a
one~-day, offivial visit to the USSR,

25X1

Juna 5 ifter confeEring with Presideat Tito,
Grock Primo inister Karamanlis con=~
cludes his two-day, official visit
to Yugoslavia. | | 25X1

East German Central Committee con-

venes for a plenum mecting: it pro-

motes labor chief Tiesh from candidate=

maombor to full member of the Polit=

buro and scts Hay 18«22, 1476, an

dates for the next {9th) party con- )
Gress. | | 25X1
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June 5 tisrth Horean party/state chief Kin
llnsona leaves hulgar;a and 31r;vee
in Yugnslavia, uber ool
President Tito. 25X1

Polithuro rerber Pelshe, in Volyograd,

and Politburo candidatestepber

Suaotehtsey, at Chelyabinsk, pake

election speeches, | | 25X1

Poiish party chief Cierek conevludes
a fouf=day, oificial +#igit to fueden.

Deputy oteidgh Tvade Jlitistert

Semichasthov flies fror Hoscow to

Tokyo for two days of talls on foviels

Japahese edonnnic coopetation. | | 25X1

Bowinst and Yigeslaw Lrzde 6fFidials
¢ohelude two meeks of negoliations
in BRelarade and sigh a protocol on
bilatersl ecotonic coohetratinyg durind
thae 1276480 period.,

25X1

Depuly Preplier Lesechko concludes an
official ¥isit Lov udspest aller
ﬁah;ettihd with Huhdariah Prehnjet
L.azar and siqwing a% agreeleht Ch
anricuitural and chenical *achinery.

25X1

Luretboury Crand Duke Jeah hetihg a

gig~day, slate ¥isii %o the LISH,

25X1 June f French naval squadren cencludes o
five=day, offinial por: £all *
behinnrad. | 25X1

June 10, 19375
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Juhe 6 Polithuro rerbers Sheherbitsky and
Grishin deliver their election
speeches ity bhepropelrovsk and
HogdoM, respectively. 25X1

Undetseeretatry of the lavy Potiet
c¢oneclides a tuel¥e=day, official
“isit Lo the USSR, | | 25X1

Bulgariah Foreign NHinister iiladenow
coneludes a five=day, offidial Wigit _
to Japan., 25X1

June 7 Befense linister Ljubici¢ cohfets
with the high=tranking Chihese ili=
taty delegntionh presently Qisiting
Yugosliavia, 25X1

Hutyatry establishes diploratie rela=
tiohs #ith Tiinhidad-Tobhago. 25X1

finrahiaty President Ceasscscy leaves

Brazil, stops fof iwo houts in

Yetinzuelz, and theh beqgihs a five=

day, state ¥isit %o Mexico: he is

the fifcet Cotninist head of state

to visit Jlerico. 25X

USSR and Japan sich a fisheries aqgtee=
#ehk ih Yokyo. 25X1

25X1

ungarian Vereign It
his threc=day, nfficia

France. | 25X1

Chage Manhailah Bank preside
fockefeller concludes an ovrf
%isit 1o Last Cerrany. 25X 1

June 10, 19275
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Juhe § Deputy Premiefr V. liovikoV leaves
Hoseov for Bonn and further taldka
ofi Bo¥ist = West derinah edohotle
coopetation. | 25X1

Brezhne¥ atlends a sogeet tateh in
floscow; it i¢ his firfst gublie ap=
peatance ginde Hay 9, 25X1

Huhdatian anhd Roranian officials sidn

in Budapest a protocol oh covfdinating

their national econseni¢ . lans fop

the 1976=80 peried, 25X1

USER lauhches Yehus=), an untahtied
space probe jntended to fecach
Yenis in October. 25X1

Juhe 9 Yatiecah ‘fofejgh Ministeg! Atcht ishop
Casatoli bedins a sis=day, efficial
Yisit to Kast Cetrany, af uhprece=
dented cvent.

25X1

iotth Rotean party/state chief Rin
Il=sony concludes a five=iay wisit
to Yugoslavwia, 25X1

Politburo terbers fusioy and Ahdropov
rake electinn speeches., 25X1

Secretary of the Air Force lleluvas
bsging a three=day, official visiz
Lo Yddoglavia,

25X1

tlarsaw Pact cormander in chief
Yakubbvaky beuins an official wisit
to Bulgaria, 1 25X1
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FUTURE LVENTS

June 11 Premier Kosydin to make his eleotion
speech. _] 25X1

Hungarian Foreign Minigter Puja to ;
beyin a three=day, offiejal wvisit o
West Qermany. 25X1

Romanian President Ceausescu o pay
a brief ¢al)l at the vhite Housge en
toute hote from lexico. 25X1

Fagt Cerman Premier Sindermann to
begin a foeur-day, offivial visit to

Yaguslavia, 25X1
Junhe 12 President Podgorny to make his elee=

tioh speech. 25X1
June 13 Brezhnev to take his election speech. o5X1

FRG«CDR transit commission to meat,

25X1
Portuguese President Costa Gomes Lo
begin a three-day, state visit to
Romania., 25X1
25X1
June 15 Parliamentary elections to be held
in Hungary and the Sowiet republies.
25X1 June 16 Polish Machine Industry Ministor
Wrzasacryk, whose ministry pregently
is considering more than $1 billion
in potential imports from the US, .
Lo begin an eleven=day, official
vigit to the U5, 25X1
June 10, 1975
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June 16=20 Bulgarian party/state chief Zhivkov
to visit HNomania. 25X1

June 17 French President Giseard d'Estaing
to beylin_a four=day, state visgit tu
Polanda. 25X%1

June 13 g and U8SH vo beyin three dayd of
consultationg in Hoscow on the Law
of the Bea matters,| | 25X 1

June 20 U88 tainwright to begin a five=-day,
official port ecall at Constanta,
lemania., 25X 1

June 23 bLagt Cerman Poreign Hlinister VPischer
to beqgin an official visit to Denmark.

25X1

BALT to resure at GehevVa. 25X 1

Bulyarian party/state chief Zhiviow
to bedin a visit to ltaly. 25X1

June 24 Premiers of CEMa tember-gtates to
convene in Budapest for thelr annuval
teating. 25X1

June 25 USSR and Yugoslavia to establigh
diplomatic relations with lo2asbique
oan its independence day. 25X1

lata June Belgian Ring Baudouin to make a state
vigit to the USHR, 25X1

late June = Foreign linister Gromyko expected to
early July make an official wisit to Canada.

25X1
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25X1
July 2 Greck Prime Minister Karamanlis to
begin a three-day offielal visit to
Bulgaria. 25X%1
July 9 U8 and UBBR to resume talks on their
Pacifie Ocean fisheries problems. .
25X1
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